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t ./'.*• * /kpr,’ 7, 1931- EvunoniM; jwlilieal scicutisl; 

"" ' -M/rcw: b. Center for InlcmatlonaT Studies, 

... . • Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cam-,. 

y' .Jv*- V.'.V bridge, Mass. 02139 • 

H-MVH a brilliant and articulate member of the "military- 
intellectual complex" that was responsible • for 
■’'Mwp:. American military policy in Southeast Asia, Dr. 
i'Ki.’Jv naniel Ellsberg underwent a conversion from cola- •• 
V%‘‘yr. blooded hawk to committed dove and released •• 
to the press portions of a top .secret Pentagon •: 
study tracing the history of American invo.ve- 
ment in the Vietnam war. The startling revel a-' 

■ Hons of the Pentagon Papers, the historic court; 
•battles over freedom of the press, official secrecy, 
and national security, and tire ultimate dismissal 
of all charges against Dr. Ellsberg helped to re-, 
vive public interest in the constitutional powers 
i, of the executive branch of government. 'The cc- • 

Yl/.;. ; . mystification and desanctiilcation of the President . 
■ / ,./» a freed Ellsberg told newsmen on 

1973, nearly two years after the Penta-,.. 
jers were published in the Nesv York- • 
"It's • like the defrocking-of the Wizard- 
,;,rA 'of Oz”-. • :• > 

The second of three children, Dame. ELsberg 
' was bom to Mr. and Mrs. Harry Ellsberg on 
April 7, 1931 in Chicago, Illinois. Hu father, a 
structural engineer, had jobs that too* him. to . 

southern Illinois and, in 1937 to Detroit where • 

Daniel Ellsberg attended the-Barber Elementary 
y <">;■' 4 r '; l A‘ School. His mother, a musician determined to • 
'[■'iv'tis firyy: I make her son' a concert pianist, compe.led the , 

I ■■'*&) boy, from age five, to practice eight hours a day. ; 

V Despite Ids luck of interest in the instrument, 

- \ he continued to play the piano, occasionally per- 

; J r-,r\.’'. forming concertos with amateur orchestras, even 
' 1 death in an automobile acci- 

.. fifteen. In college, he stopped 
e recalled in an interview with 
■ a Ploijboij -magazine article', 
found eight extra hours in the 
"vc been on vacation ever since.’’ 
After graduating first in his class from Cran- 
, -brook, an exclusive suburban Detroit prep school 
ttVY ' ' that he had attended on scholarship, Ellsberg 

■ r'> > ■■ . was given a four-year scholarship by Pcpsi-Cola. 

All honor student of economics,‘political science, • 

-•.• and decision theory at Harvard ' University, he 

: edited, the Advocate, the undergraduate literary 

• l ^'- : s..i • f 1 1 .*’!*' 4 . ■ , ‘ 11 ' magazine, and served on the ccitorial board o: 

thc°Harvard Crimson. On taking his 3A degree 
in economics, summa cum Jnuclc , in 1952, Ells¬ 
berg received a Woodrow Wilson Fellowship to 
:w £’■ V i sJuclv advanced economics at Kings College, at 

S ’’*^^**l '' *.. ;Cambridge University. He relumed to Harvard in 

^ 1953 for an NLA. degree in economies. 

•r'iVi'tvfi * j ; i*; Waiving his stxident draft deferment, Ellsberg 


the Suez crisis in 1956. • Although his unit saw 
no battle action, Ellsberg, according to SanfordU. 

' Uncar in his The Papers oncl the Papers (19 <2), 

' "developed-an authentically military approacn to -. 
America’s international responsibilities. His mi.:- _ 

'tary orfentution became evident when he returned 
'.'to 'Harvard, where as a member of the prestigious 
Society of Fellows, he worked on a Ph.D. m 
' economics and submitted as his doctoral disserta¬ 
tion an analysis of strategic military planning 

• called "Risk, Ambiguity and Decision. While a. - 
' the university, Ellsberg'- anonymously advised .- 

Massachusetts Senator John F. Kennedy on mih- 
. tary policy and served as a part-time consultant . 
to the Rand Corporation, the West.Coast think 

tank."' ;• 

Impressed by its expertise • m systems analysis - 
and long-range military planning, Ellsberg jomec • 

' the Rapd ' Corporation in June 1959 and began ' .- 
studying game theory and risk in nuclear war-/.-, 
fare. ”1 would have worked for Rand for^oth-. , 
'ing,” Ellsberg admitted to Look magazine’s for-..';.', 
eign editor J. Robert Moskin in an> interview pub- '. . , 
lished in the October 5, 1971 issue. "It seemed-.,.;.;, 
the 'most important problem in the world. O-tc.n 
summoned to Washington, D.C. for^ hign-.cvs- ,,_v 
emergency meetings in the early 1960 s, Ellsberg.,... 

’ attended the behind-the-scenes, discussions that,/ 
•'determined official administration responses to the,';,; 
Cuban missile, crisis -and the alleged North Viet- u;.. 
namese attacks on United States vessels in.- t.no 
Culf of Tonkin. In 1961 he visited Vietnam as 
part of a Defense Department task force on Jim-;;, 

• ited. war. /Y 

Intrigued by the decision-making procedure in- ... 
vofvedLn crisis situations, Ellsberg was eager. 
to take part in actual policy decisions aficcling 
; Vietnam. Moving to Washington in August. 196*1, - - - 
he joined the staff of John T. McNaughton, then ...-, 
assistant secretary of defense for international. 
security affairs. As one of Secretary of Defense 
Robert S. McNamara’s "whiz'kids," Ellsberg lob-..'... 
bied for the Johnson administration s war po.icies,.- 
wrote hawkish speeches, and, as he confessed to : 
Barry Farrell in an interview for Norpcr s ,mnga- 


EUSBERC, DANIEL, wriier, !eev„ former tovL ofel.. polit 
icilvist; b- Oif.".. Apr. 7, 1931: «. H«rpr Elllberit: D.A. ,n Ecoiu. 

“mm.cuml.JdcH.rv.rd, 1 952 V A.. IJJ /b D- ^iivmrr.d. ■ 
piVoodrow WiKon fellow) C.mbnd£« U. (-ptO. ' ,5 -' m - C ^A; 

Cumroinei, 1952 (div.): cle'.Cren—Robert. Miry: m. 3d. Pi.ncu . 

M»rx Act. !. 1970: 1 son, Vichtcl Cibricl. With Rind Corp., Sen'j, 

Monict. Cilif.. 1959*6<, 6700; spl. tui. to uil. »«c. def.!for»n^wj; • 
security 1964-65; sr. liaison olf.ecr Am. <“« n l>aAsy. Sow.h ^ 

Vic mam, 1 965-66, ujI. to dcp. U.S. ambaMidorto South Vtcmam. 

Sniron 1967; sr. research uso. M«J. Inst. Tech. Center .or .nierna'- 
Siudiev 1970*72. Cons, sinicfic nuclear vi r planmnr snd nuc.ea/, 
command and control Ofl’tcc Sec. Def., White House, Jep'.. V J !5' • 

! 959-64, including Rostov and S’ittc forcesi dunn£ Cuban 0 

crisis. 1962 cons, interigy. study crisis decision*makm£ Lepu SU.te, Q 
. 196<• cons, tu s?l. wst. for nil. security ilfsirs on Vietnam options and . 

Nit Security Study Memo 1, 196E*69; mem. McNamara study group. > ; , - 

HiVtory of J S- Decislon-wuVin* in Vietn.m 194 5-69 O'cnuron U. 
p,ilrtT °967-09. Served with USMCR. 19SAS7. Rrcp.em P. S.fm. . J , 1 
Alft* iw.rd Am. Poll,. S«l. A Jin., 1971: Sol. F.mlnm of Speeoh ,S ... 
»w,fd Am. for Democr.lie Action; 1977; Tom Y.tttt J» »rd N*». , I- , 

Em-reenv-y Civil Liberties Com., 1971: Am. Pe.ce iw»id IIjj. IsaocJ. .7 ' -.. 

Move for r«ce, 1971: (with Andrei S.bh.ro.) I f.nof Rue'»f»rlt o 
oe.ce .word SANE. 1»74; C.ndh^re.oe^rd. w 7 | 
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r .\Wrpliiiv.. wiili '"Ini alUTiiae/vc lies" lo explain. 
•Vv-tlf/firiill.' sllnnlfons, J,nlvr, McNamara aligned 
f* v* : \ : KIMii'rg tho la.sk of devolooing a series of ra- 
vrr'^iionaliV.aliniKS for an honorable United Stales with- . 
i/V drawn! from Vietnam. 

To evaluate the success of the civilian paciSca- 
• ; ; V lion program in South Vietnamese provinces, 
Vi£V? ; V- KJlshcrg volunteered to assist Major General Ed- 
.'ivV':-- Mward G. Lansdale, a counter-insurgency expert, 
: V ;i fV, “ \ tin July 1965. In a New York Times profile (June 
’■-V; ; 'j\; ' 27, 1971) Paul L. .Montgomery described him 
1 • ;is approaching his new post "with something like 
Boy Scout enthusiasm, glorying in combat arid 
Lj,; ‘;»V'weapons/* An* ex-Marinc sharpshooter, Ellsberg 
*•: v7. •••'.,» ./"eagerly accompanied Army and Marine patrols on . 

"clearing operations." "I saw it was all very hard 
i!:on those people,Ellsberg remembered, as quoted 
tjflh'i bv Mary McCrory in her syndicated column of 1 1 
-Mj^ lVVijuly 17/1971, "but I told myself that living under ; 

• r!j/ij'if ( VliComnmnist control wo\ild be harder, and World 
III, which I thought we were preventing, ,■ 
*!."‘oulcl be,worse/’ Prompted by the failure of the 
American pacification program, the mounting toll-/ 

• civilian deaths, widespread corruption in the 
regime,'reports of tortured Viet Cong prison- ' 
'^0^?vi^i^ crs » ;:an ^ contact with neutralist *Soufli Vietnamese • 1 
'' po) l '^icians, an increasingly pessimistic^Ellsberg be- 
•U^r*'/;^^ • convinced that the war had ’’stalemated/' • 

-yr In the.introduction to his Papers on the War 
& Schuster, 1972), he outlined the dis- 
tt,h 1 P ros P ect “°£ continued conflict, at increasing \ 
levels • of .violence, followed some day-probably ’ 
’later . rather than sooner, and after more and* 
•W 4 ■ >/it* more. deaths,* costs, destruction,, and dissension • 

ii _U»» T1 C • \%»il ro wn 1 anrl TUI .P 


. %.|V‘% r vjmuea nirmus ami, repuna. Yvaaiim^iL 

*'{'• * cvcra ' months 1 as the assistant to deputy Ambas-’\ 
5adorWilliam J. Porter in Saigon, Ellsberg, re-. 

1 ‘"Vir 1 **>c ?t cupcratin^ from hepatitis, returned to the United 
»/5*•*iSlater ana to the Band Corporation. 

• .. . Aned 

Mef 

an-\ i&wianiMb 

M’ l reJacions Irom JLy ^° ^ rou gb 1967. One of thirty- 
zSTwffiJsix researchers’appointed to the project, Ellsberg 
t{selected the Kennedy commitments of 1961 as his 


assured . by optimistic field reports and confident 
*.military, advisers, mistaken])' followed the recom- 
•mended course and stumbled into a morass of in- 
^i?/ ! \'if**^r cr * A5 ^ American involvement .in a widening war.. 
v “* * r I ■ v ‘;'in Indochina. His research, however, as lie pointed 

• 4 . . . . i i i.. 
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DAKJEL ELLSDERC 


* ;* ’ 


‘November 1968, attended 
composed Senator Robert 
t policy statements for his 
'campaign, and drafted a list 



rcporicdly ‘ ranging* from all-out nuclear, war to 
the immediate unilateral withdrawal of all Amer- 
ican trqpps from Indochina, for. President-elect ‘.v 



... monster on a short leash .. . 

Taking advantage of his top-secret ‘clearance, 
Ellsberg. asked for certain volumes of the Pen 


tagon study relevant to his rescarch at Rand and ^^•>/ f'/.;* y.\ i*\• • 

transferred a total of eighteen volumes’ from •; 

’ Rand’s Washington office to its California head- 
quarters. After reading the history, Ellsberg con-.; :• v/vV./ 
eluded that the Vietnam war had been an ‘Amer- . 1 \ 

ican war almost from its beginning.” The Pentagon /Vv,/ 



''/if'/i can President’s war,” he told J. Robert Moskin. 

f I'j ■! •!.</,; • *! ; /t .V.r.v.i' . ^ 

'I Vjfi/’No.American Prusiflunt, Rf]mblu*,m or 
ri^!lV7-' ,: wantcd • to-’ bo the Pres id out 1 who lost llict W.c^^ 

'.liis portion of ; the study, 
f the fnrly-scvcn-volumo Ins- ‘ ' 
i'; !itori».'.Mvas :nartlv rewritten by a second au;\ly>t, s ‘- 
11 sbcrg relumed to the Rand Coq^oralion early 
/I?. ’-iyi tf ,: i , vl968 to work on a synthesis of Vietnam jinliyv 

* '* »•»'.. f r nr»nr>rtmf»nt tV»o 


a conflict in which 
. equipped entirely 
^simply screens a 3 
•.war is, after . all,; 

advisers.,, . . Over tho next few years he con- • " Hm ,ked.bv guill stemming from’ his >oniplic{tv^l\:;?^‘'/^'v"Vvl 

sMorably' revised his opinion of Presidential re- .V . :-, iu \* ic i,wm decisions and his rolft .in- the ! 

■#®|' s P»« il) i lit y die policy of military escalation. ill-concoived pacificationprogram,- Ellshefg y 

I think now, to a large extent it was an Amen- . ; a drastic, step. In the early autumn of 1969 heV;|y/;^^.V,v'-.<v 

'* . Presidents war. lie told T. Robert Moskin. : . ,, irc(1 a > copying machine‘and.- assisted by • An- - 



< 1 , 


Tn o( r 


Fully expecting to be* sentenced to prison for 
his actions, Ellsberg delivered copies of die studyyV^^Vv^hy L >/:V 
to Senator J. William Fulbriglit, chainnan of tiie '/ ; V/» 

Senate Foreign Relations Committee. VT\en Ful- 'i/; 
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v&.v-’A. •' *'• ' • • • • ..•••,,* ' ,' M ’ 

•>>**• “ . i. A * . * • 


; ; * (,'K, nuOucliiig Jloiny A. Kissinger untf SVn:iU)i* 

; * Cinitgp S. McGovern. To coincide with llic Oclo* 

.’T., Vv U*r irfflii antiwar dcmonslralioos, ElWierg, along 

wilhb/ive other disaffected Hand employees, sent 


lim to die editors of the Ts.e.w York.77/m\v and 

Mediate with- 
iotnam. A few* 



•7* 

Los ,\ngi*Tv hJljJjcrg. who )»**d /oiignullw jm- 
teiidi*d to uw tin* cmn , timini »us a* forum /or his 
views on ViVhiiun and *illin*d M*ereey» was per¬ 
suaded by. his llilrty-two .member defense teanr 


pressure, 


from 


to fight ilho ease on legal, rather . than political ///‘.v! • 

grounds. Essentially the prosecuting attorney tried * V.. r> 

to portray ElJsbcrg and Russo as, common tliievcs//.;* A.S.V,/*** 
who •Juul .stolen government property vital to the .• VA'.-- 

post-as a. senior*.research.: national security. Ellsbcrg’s lawyers countered L.A.vVn,‘ 

diusetts Institute of Tech- that by pointing out ‘that the defendants had au-.sA/**!? 
ernationa! Studies so that-/ thorized access .to the study. Calling, many former ,.;/// 

- —Slic ## ‘about Vietnam.' *---■* * nnr,w 

participated in a 
testified at trials of draft 

2 Congressional committees, i— ..... 0 * § ... s . . .... .. 

letters .and articles expounding • public domain and therefore did not constitute' ;/•/*V. 

a threat ^national security. . • . • mA’.-’V'A •: 

As the ffise was about to go'to the jury on May Y 

11, 1973 Judge Byrne dismissed • all • charges ‘ ! VA.‘;/.VV* # VfA. 



Frustrated, by his failure to influence American, 
policy and angered by the invasions of Cambodia' 
•/and Laos, Ellsbcrg decided to lehk the Pentagon 
,o the press. He contacted the New York 
highly respected Neil Sheehan, a former 




/ ‘.[diplomatic attempts at a negotiated settlement., 
h fvT , Av*V The New York Times began publishing front- 
)■[ /A'A.'page articles based on the Pentagon Papers, in¬ 



excerpts, in its Sunday edition of 'June 
After three installments the government 
an injunction preventing further publica- 
■ the Times scries, - but the’ Washington 
Boston Clobc, and other newspapers, by 
' .the Pentagon study through 
underground distribution sys- 


berg immediately announced his intention to 
bring suit against the government. to recover, the 
estimated $900,000 spent in his defense. .?•>.* : v, 
Daniel'Ellsberg is a tall, lean man with a nar¬ 
row, shaip-featured face, piercing blue-gray eyes ’ 
and graying: dfcrk hair.. Writing in the Guarcian: 

(April 12, 1973), ~ ’ ‘ ’ *' - 

berg as "a' man 
tellcct to, fierce 
Other observers have 


• •" tO v 




to publish excerpts and analytical t , • gelistic” attitude, and a "martyr drive." He is a 
the threat of additional injunc- .‘ "master of the monologue," wrote Barry Fairell*vv'C | V / * ,, : >nvv , . t -- 
V which hinged on the important ’ in. his Harpers magazine profile. “Contentious, >;i f ... VV-• 


Amendment presumption against prior. re¬ 
decided in favor of the Tiincs arid 
-.the Supreme Court on June 30. 

^»•*'-* Identified as the source of the Pentagon Papers, 
^ v\i!i// Ellsberg surrendered to the United States Attor- 
riey, Boston on June 28. On the same day, he 
*^ n T°s Angeles on two counts of 
A A; *' con verting government property to personal use 

and of illegally possessing government 
! 1. Six. months later the same grand h 


pedantic, forever infatuated with the power ;of 
his intellect, he could educate but seldom enter-‘.A’:,' 
tain." Ellsbcrg does not smoke and drinks alco- 
}\olic beverages only rarely. To keep in shape, he ^‘ 
swims and slcis. His first marriage, to'Carol Cum-v’ /»*„•'/ 
mings, the daughter of a retired Marine Corps •••k•«•*!» 
Brigadier Geiicral, ended in divorce in the early ./. 


V. v-;v* 
‘A:.-. 

• ■* • ■ 
’ ,•»• *.'i .*« 

irk*" * 




1960’s, He an^-his second wife,-the former Patri-'. 


>'V i* . x mum ns w 

; v \if'v'* f-Ji’.^own. new indictments, adding twelve 

charges, including conspiracy, theft 




.. ■; children, Robert and Mary,- from, his first marriage.’/*"*; 
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DANIEL ELLSBERG 
Background 

Daniel Ellsberg is a former Defense and State Department 
official and RAND Corporation analyst who in 1969 released the 
Pentagon Papers — a top secret history of US decisionmaking on 
Vietnam — to the Senate and, in 1971, to the New York Times and 
other newspapers. Federal charges brought against him were 
dismissed in 1973 on grounds of governmental misconduct, which 
figured in the convictions of a number of White House aides and in 
the impeachment proceedings against President Nixon which led to 
Nixon's resignation. 

Prior to his involvement in Vietnam, and again after the war 
ended, Ellsberg's full-time preoccupation was reducing the danger 
of nuclear war: the focus of the -present campaign, Manhattan 
Project II. 

Immediately after joining the RAND Corporation — a nonprofit 
research institute doing classified analysis for the Defense 
department — in 1959, Ellsberg began research into problems of 
nuclear command and control, including the risks of accidental or 
unauthorized detonation of nuclear weapons and dangers associated 
with Presidential delegation of authority over nuclear weapons. He 
became perhaps uniquely knowledgeable, for a civilian, with respect 
to nuclear war plans, and in 1961 he was assigned, as a consultant 
to the Secretary of Defense, to draft the Kennedy Administration's 
guidance to the Joint Chiefs of Staff on the operational plans for 
general nuclear war. 

After participating as a consultant to working groups under 
the Executive Committee of the National Security Committee (EXCOMM) 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962, Ellsberg became sole 
researcher in 1964 on a highly classified interdepartmental study 
of nuclear crises, including the Cuban crisis. 

In August 1964 he was given the ppportunity to continue this 
study of crisis decisionmaking from the inside, as Special 
Assistant to the Assistant Secretary # of Defense for International 
Security Affiars, with the rank of GS-T5 (the highest Civil Service 
"supergrade," the civilian equivalent of Lieutenant General). He 
was to work almost entirely on Vietnam decisionmaking, starting on 
August 4, 1964 — the day of the supposed attack in the Tonkin 
Gulf, followed by the first US air attacks on North Vietnam — and 
proceeding through the decisions on escalation over the next year. 

In August 1965 Ellsberg volunteered to go to Vietnam, for 
which he transferred to the State Department (FSR-1, same rank) as 
a member of an interdepartmental Senior Liaison Office under Major 
General (ret.) Edward Lansdale (who, before his retirement, had 
been a senior CIA official). In Vietnam Ellsberg analyzed and 
evaluated the "pacification" process, whereby the Saigon regime 
sought to extend its military control and governmental authority in 
the countryside. This took him to 38 of the 43 provinces of 










Vietnam over the next two years, including, especially in 1967, 
participation in frontline combat as a civilian observer (drawing 
on his training in the Fifties as a Marine infantry officer). In 
1967 he became Special Assistant to the Deputy Ambassador, with the 
responsibility of evaluating progress in pacification (which, he 
reported, was nil). 

After contracting hepatitis in the field, Ellsberg returned to 
the States and the RAND Corporation in June, 1967. He was one of 
the first researchers to be asked to work on a study of US 
involvement in Vietnam which became known as the McNamara Study — 
officially "The History of U.S. Decision-making in Vietnam, 1945- 
68" — or later, after he released it, as the Pentagon Papers. By 
1969 he was the sole researcher authorized to possess and analyze 
the entire 43-volume, 7,000-page Top Secret study for purposes of 
"learning lessons from Vietnam." Knowing, in the fall of 1969, 
that some of the worst aspects of this history of secret escalation 
were about to be repeated under a new administration, and believing 
that Congress needed to learn certain lessons as well as the 
Executive, he copied and gave the entire study to the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee under Senator Fulbright, and eventually 
— after invasions of Cambodia and Laos had ensued — to 17 
newspapers in June, 1971. For this he faced federal charges 
totalling a possible 115 years in prison. 

After charges had been dismissed because of criminal 
misconduct against him by President Nixon and his top aides, after 
Nixon's resignation and the ending of the war, Elllsberg returned 
to his main concern prior to 1964 — preventing nuclear war — this 
time outside the government. Since 1975 he has conducted research, 
lectured widely, and participated in the antinuclear movement. He 
was, for example, one of the originators of the Mobilization for 
Survival and one of the earliest supporters of the movement of a 
bilateral nuclear weapons freeze, later serving several years on 
the Strategy Task Force of the national Freeze Campaign. 

Born in Chicago in 1931, Ellsberg grew up in Detroit, where he 
was a scholarship student at Cranbrook School, Bloomfield Hills, 
graduating valedictorian with a Pepsi Cola Scholarship to Harvard. 
He earned a B.A. (summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa) and Ph.D. (in 
Economics) from Harvard, and was a member of the Society of 
Fellows, Harvard University (1957-59). In the mid-50's he served 
as rifle company commander in the U.S. Marine Corps, extending 
service for a year to take part with his battalion in the Suez 
Crisis, 1956. 

Ellsberg lives with his wife and son, the youngest of three 
children, in Kensington, California. 












